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ordered to Major Popham's Camp, and every other preparative made for a siege.
This caused the delay of some days.   In the mean time a man, named Bundoo
Khan,  a native and inhabitant of the town of Chunar, gave information, that
as the Rajah's force was principally collected at Lutteefpoor and Pateeta, and was
daily accumulating, it would become exceedingly difficult to dislodge him, if he
was allowed to gain too great strength there by a process of detailed and consecu-
tive operations; that the approaches both to Pateeta and Lutteefpoor were strong-
ly guarded, and especially those of Lutteefpoor, which he described as unassaila-
ble, but with a great and   certain loss,  on this side, the only road to it  lying
through Pateeta; and even if carried, untenable from the strength of the pass be-
hind it, of which the enemy would keep possession in defiance of all our efforts,
and against any superiority of numbers.    This pass takes its name from the adja-
cent village of Suckroot.    He advised a divided plan of attack, to be executed at
the same point of time; one on the lort of Pateeta, the other on the pass of Suck-
root ; of which, our forces coming on it by surprize, it being unguarded and easi-
er of access from above, might easily obtain possession, and by that means gain
the same advantage over the garrison of Lutteefpoor, as that would have over us
if we first took possession of the fort; with the command of every road of commu-
nication, if, which he did not doubt, we succeeded against Pateeta.   He offered
to conduct the party which should be destined on the service against the pass of
Suckroot, by a road unfrequented, and unknown, which he described with a mi-
nute, and as it has since appeared, correct detail    The confidence with which he
spoke, and the consistency of his assertions and reasonings upon them, acquired
a great additional strength from his former recent conduct.   He had accompanied
Captain Blair in both actions of Ramnagur and Pateeta, and had been very ser-
viceable to that officer by his knowledge of the ground, and by his advice in the
application of it.   His service on both occasions had been gratuitous, nor did he
profess any motive for that which he now offered, but the interest and safety of a
large family, which depended on our success.

Major Popham at once saw the propriety of his advice, and adopted it.   The
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